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Web Appendix A. Calculator – used in Experiments 1 and 2 (condition below contains the 

“paid $1,000” disclaimer) 

 

Participants were instructed to, “Imagine you have just enrolled in a college course for which 

you need to purchase a simple calculator. You have decided to shop online and have found 

yourself looking at the office supply retailer’s (Office Inc.) webpage pictured on the following 

page. Please examine the details of the webpage and answer the questions that follow.”   
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Web Appendix B. Restaurant – used in Experiments 1, 2 and 3 (condition below contains 

the disclaimer of no relationship/no compensation) 

 

Participants were asked to, “Imagine you have just moved to New York City and are looking for 

a restaurant at which to entertain some important guests. You have decided to do some 

research through an online restaurant guide (DiningOut.com) and have found yourself looking at 

the webpage pictured on the following page. Please examine the details of the webpage and 

answer the questions that follow.” 
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Web Appendix C. Brewer – used in Experiment 3 (condition below contains the 

“employee” disclaimer) 

 

Participants were asked to, “Imagine you have just decided to purchase a single-serve brewer 

for making hot beverages. You have decided to shop online and have found yourself looking at 

the online retailer’s (Kitchen Inc.) webpage pictured on the following page. Please examine the 

details of the webpage and answer the questions that follow.”   


