SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIALS

In this memo, we present additional empirical analyses of the rela-
tionship between democratic institutions and information capacity.

In Tables 1-5, we report the results of regression analyses of the rela-
tionship between suffrage and information capacity for sub-samples in
which one region at a time has been excluded. As the tables show, the
short-term effect of changes in suffrage is consistently positive, whereas
the long-term effects of changes in the suffrage vary more across sub-
samples. This increases our confidence in the short-term findings while
confirming the paper’s interpretation that the long-term effect is not
robust.

Tables 6 and 7 show that the findings are not specific to any par-
ticular period: the short-term-effect estimates in Table 6 (before 1900)
and Table 7 (1900-) are very similar, but the long-term-effect estimates
again vary across samples.

Tables 8 and 9 show that the main results are robust to excluding
statistical agencies and yearbooks from the measure of information

capacity.
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