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Appendix A 

Independent Variables  

The SVAC dataset (Cohen and Nordås 2014) defines sexual violence as (1) rape, (2) 

sexual slavery, (3) forced prostitution, (4) forced pregnancy, (5) forced 

sterilization/abortion, (6) sexual mutilation, and (7) sexual torture. This does not 

exclude the existence of female perpetrators and/or male victims. Excluded are acts 

that do not go beyond verbal sexual harassment, abuse or threats, including sexualized 

insults, forced nudity, or verbal humiliation. A descriptive analysis shows that there 

are only 13 observations for rebels perpetrating massive sexual violence, hence I 

merge categories 2 and 3, making it a three-point ordinal measure (0 - no sexual 

violence reported, 1 - some sexual violence reported, 2 - widespread/massive sexual 

violence reported). 

 

Frequency table for different sexual violence variables 

values  Rebel SV 

dummy 

State SV 

dummy 

Rebel SV 3-

pt ordinal 

State SV 3-

pt ordinal 

Rebel SV 4-

pt ordinal 

State SV 4-

pt ordinal 

0 584 398 584 398 584 398 

1 133 318 83 232 83 232 

2 - - 50 86 37 66 

3 - -  - 13 20 

-99 284 284 284 284 284 284 

 

 

Dependent Variables  

Mediation. This variable is dichotomous, indicating for each conflict year if a 

mediation effort started: 0 = no mediation, 1 = onset of mediation.  

 

The Civil War Mediation dataset (DeRouen, Bercovitch & Pospiezna, 2011) defines 

mediation as ‘a process of conflict management where disputants seek the assistance 

of, or accept an offer of help from, an individual, group, or state, or organization to 

settle their conflict or resolve their differences without resorting to physical force or 
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invoking the authority of law’ (Bercovitch, Anagnoson & Wille, 1991: 8). I coded the 

missing years (2005-2009) based on a Lexis-Nexis search for each country conflict 

year. Search words included: mediation, peace talks, negotiation, and ceasefire talks. 

 

Robustness Checks 

Model 4 – Logistic regression without controls 

Model 5 – Lagged independent variables 

Model 6 – Logistic regression including control for mediation in previous year  

Model 7 – Logistic regression including ordinal measure of sexual violence, control 

for mediation in previous year 

 

 (4) (5) (6) (7) 

Rebel SV 1.077***  0.484t  

 (0.241)  (0.291)  

Gov’t SV -0.038  0.203  

 (0.216)  (0.277)  

Rebel SV (lag)  0.977*   

  (0.405)   

Gov’t SV (lag)  -0.340   

  (0.308)   

Some rebel SV    0.446 

    (0.284) 

Widespread 

rebel SV 
   0.983* 

    (0.456) 

Some gov’t SV    0.330 

    (0.296) 

Widespread 

gov’t SV 
   -0.336 

    (0.431) 

Duration  0.051 -0.007 -0.006 

  (0.069) (0.054) (0.055) 

Duration 

squared 
 -0.001 0.000 0.000 

  (0.002) (0.002) (0.002) 

Intensity  -0.040 0.082 0.109 

  (0.377) (0.327) (0.338) 

Parallel conflict  0.717 0.371 0.347 

  (0.454) (0.393) (0.396) 

Type of conflict  0.554 0.935* 0.890* 

  (0.548) (0.418) (0.450) 

Neighbor civil 

war 
 0.006 -0.041 -0.011 

  (0.402) (0.335) (0.337) 

Rebel strength  2.066* 0.941t 0.923t 
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  (0.809) (0.508) (0.503) 

Rebel OSV  -0.010 -0.069 -0.086 

  (0.063) (0.058) (0.059) 

Gov’t OSV  0.319 0.096 0.210 

  (0.374) (0.293) (0.297) 

Democracy   1.167* 0.493 0.510 

  (0.565) (0.381) (0.371) 

Democratic aid  0.235* 0.165t 0.167t 

  (0.106) (0.093) (0.093) 

Autocratic aid  -0.090 -0.033 -0.030 

  (0.062) (0.052) (0.050) 

GDP per capita 

(ln) 
 0.304 0.242 0.241 

  (0.297) (0.212) (0.214) 

Population (ln)  -0.794*** -0.463** -0.448** 

  (0.195) (0.166) (0.163) 

Mediation 

previous year 
  2.827*** 2.931*** 

   (0.252) (0.262) 

Constant  -1.064*** 10.23** 5.102* 4.803* 

 (0.246) (3.110) (2.387) (2.354) 

AIC 850.903 451.638 508.006 508.225 

Area under 

ROC 
0.580 0.790 0.850 0.858 

Wald-chi2 20.30(2) 87.23(16) 320.11(17) 361.09(19) 

Prob > chi2 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 

Log likelihood -422.451 -208.819 -236.003 -234.113 

N 716 413 564 564 

Standard errors in parentheses    

t p < 0.1, *p < 0.05, **p < 0.01, ***p < 0.001   
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Model 8 – Logistic regression, limited sample that excludes five conflicts featuring 

highest number of years with reports of sexual violence 

Excluded conflicts  

 

 
 (8) 

Rebel SV 0.932** 
 (0.334) 
Gov’t SV 0.066 
 (0.274) 
Duration 0.026 
 (0.062) 
Duration squared -0.000 
 (0.002) 
Intensity -0.359 
 (0.401) 
Parallel conflict 0.633 
 (0.395) 
Type of conflict 1.034* 
 (0.449) 
Neighbor civil war -0.461 
 (0.419) 
Rebel strength 1.285* 

 (0.589) 
Rebel OSV 0.012 
 (0.073) 
Gov’t OSV 0.288 
 (0.351) 
Democracy 0.830* 
 (0.419) 
Democratic aid 0.124t 
 (0.073) 
Autocratic aid -0.012 
 (0.047) 
GDP per capita (ln) 0.213 
 (0.247) 

Country Old UCDP 
conflict ID 

Number of years featuring 
rebel SVAC in dataset 

Percent 

Burundi 90 10 out of 16 60 

Sudan 113 15 out of 20 75 

Uganda 118 14 out of 18 78 

India (Kashmir insurgency) 169 12 out of 20 60 

Sierra Leone 187 8 out 10 80 
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Population (ln) -0.602*** 
 (0.168) 
Constant 8.073** 
 (2.561) 

AIC 523.787 
Area under ROC 0.774 
Wald-Chi2 75.91(16) 

Prob > Chi2 0.000 
Log likelihood -244.894 
N 486 

Standard errors in parentheses 
*p < 0.05, **p < 0.01, ***p < 0.001 

 
 

 

 

Model 9 – Logistic regression including control for intervention 

Model 10 – Logistic regression including control for number of terrorist attacks 

 

 
 (9) (10) 

Rebel SV 0.781** 0.741** 

 (0.291) (0.279) 

Gov’t SV 0.102 0.126 

 (0.279) (0.268) 

Duration 0.056 0.058 

 (0.061) (0.061) 

Duration squared -0.001 -0.001 

 (0.002) (0.002) 

Intensity -0.100 -0.100 

 (0.337) (0.352) 

Parallel conflict 0.530 0.505 

 (0.440) (0.416) 

Type of conflict 0.439 0.517 

 (0.485) (0.451) 

Neighbor civil war -0.155 -0.150 

 (0.364) (0.343) 

Rebel strength 1.546** 1.514** 

 (0.581) (0.578) 

Rebel OSV 0.018 0.004 

 (0.057) (0.064) 

Gov’t OSV 0.297 0.261 

 (0.322) (0.306) 

Democracy 0.698 0.668 

 (0.438) (0.444) 

Democratic aid 0.170* 0.179* 

 (0.082) (0.079) 

Autocratic aid -0.032 -0.042 

 (0.047) (0.047) 
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GDP per capita (ln) 0.357 0.352 

 (0.233) (0.242) 

Population (ln) -0.624*** -0.633*** 

 (0.175) (0.172) 

Intervention 0.012  

 (0.224)  

Terrorist attacks (ln)  -0.009 

  (0.101) 

Constant 7.863** 8.029** 

 (2.655) (2.606) 

AIC 600.956 620.639 

Area under ROC 0.760 0.761 

Wald-Chi2 72.83(17) 80.60(17) 

Prob > Chi2 0.000 0.000 

Log likelihood -282.478 -292.312 

N 548 563 

Standard errors in parentheses  

*p < 0.05, **p < 0.01, ***p < 0.001 

 
 

 

 

Model 11 – Logistic regression including interaction of rebel sexual violence and 

democracy  

 

Model 12 – Logistic regression including interaction of rebel sexual violence and 

personalist regime 

 

 
 (11) (12) 

Rebel SV 0.855* 0.335 

 (0.368) (0.365) 

Democracy 0.716  

 (0.467)  

Rebel SV x Democracy -0.348  

 (0.631)  

Personalist regime  0.011 

  (0.495) 

Rebel SV x Personalist regime  1.082t 

  (0.619) 

Democracy  0.882t 

  (0.458) 

Gov’t SV 0.109 0.106 

 (0.270) (0.277) 

Duration 0.056 0.053 

 (0.060) (0.061) 
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Duration squared -0.001 -0.001 

 (0.002) (0.002) 

Intensity -0.100 -0.026 

 (0.333) (0.319) 

Parallel conflict 0.499 0.511 

 (0.411) (0.421) 

Type of conflict 0.497 0.444 

 (0.459) (0.386) 

Neighbor civil war -0.163 -0.300 

 (0.346) (0.351) 

Rebel strength 1.521** 1.452** 

 (0.580) (0.563) 

Rebel OSV 0.001 -0.014 

 (0.058) (0.058) 

Gov’t OSV 0.262 0.175 

 (0.312) (0.312) 

Democratic aid 0.179* 0.145* 

 (0.079) (0.070) 

Autocratic aid -0.043 -0.048 

 (0.047) (0.049) 

GDP per capita (ln) 0.345 0.226 

 (0.235) (0.242) 

Population (ln) -0.624*** -0.656*** 

 (0.169) (0.175) 

Constant 7.852** 8.589** 

 (2.547) (2.637) 

AIC 621.040 608.655 

Area under ROC 0.763 0.771 

Wald-Chi2 80.44(17) 94.35(18) 

Prob > Chi2 0.000 0.000 

Log likelihood -292.520 -285.327 

N 564 554 

Standard errors in parentheses  

t p < 0.1, *p < 0.05, **p < 0.01, ***p < 0.001 
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First difference plot based on Model 12 – Interaction of rebel sexual violence and 

personalist regime (90% confidence interval) 

 

 


