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Online Appendix 

Appendix Table 1. Estimates (in Percentages) of Establishment-Level Administrative Variables, by Experiment and Treatment Group. 

 Experiment 1: 

Postal-email addresses 

(N=17,992) 

 Experiment 2: 

Postal-only addresses  

(N=11,520) 

 Experiment 1 vs. 

Experiment 2 

(N=29,512) 

 

 

Administrative variables 

 

 

Sample 

 

 

T1 

 

 

T2 

 

 

T3 

 

 

T4 

Chi-

squared 

p-value 

  

 

Sample 

 

 

T5 

 

 

T6 

Chi-

squared 

p-value 

  

Chi-squared 

p-value  

Num. of employees   

  1 - 9 

  10 - 49 

  50+ 

 

52.39 

36.86 

10.75 

 

53.19 

36.03 

10.78 

 

52.08 

37.31 

10.61 

 

51.85 

37.37 

10.79 

 

52.43 

36.74 

10.83 

0.989   

59.12 

33.07 

7.81 

 

58.68 

33.49 

7.83 

 

60.96 

31.31 

7.73 

0.517  0.000 

Pct. of full-time 

employees 

  0.0 - ≤25.0 

  >25.0 - ≤55.8 

  >55.8 - ≤82.9 

  >82.9 - ≤100   

 

 

23.19 

23.91 

25.87 

27.02 

 

 

21.60 

24.48 

24.49 

29.44 

 

 

23.46 

23.19 

26.76 

26.59 

 

 

25.42 

23.97 

24.80 

25.81 

 

 

22.13 

24.00 

27.64 

26.23 

0.718   

 

27.89 

25.82 

23.88 

22.41 

 

 

27.93 

25.87 

23.88 

22.33 

 

 

27.73 

25.64 

23.88 

22.75 

0.998  0.000 

Pct. of female 

employees 

  0.0 - ≤25.0 

  >25.0 - ≤50.0 

  >50.0 - ≤85.7 

  >85.7 - ≤100 

 

 

27.13 

24.68 

26.44 

21.74 

 

 

30.03 

25.75 

23.57 

20.65 

 

 

27.09 

23.07 

27.58 

22.26 

 

 

25.41 

23.21 

28.71 

22.67 

 

 

25.97 

26.81 

25.86 

21.35 

0.356   

 

26.04 

22.08 

24.83 

27.05 

 

 

26.05 

21.83 

24.23 

27.89 

 

 

26.03 

23.14 

27.33 

23.49 

0.338  0.001 

Pct. of German 

employees 

  ≤100 

 

 

36.96 

 

 

34.09 

 

 

35.10 

 

 

40.19 

 

 

38.35 

0.054   

 

32.51 

 

 

33.05 

 

 

30.23 

0.270  0.002 

Pct. of low-qualified 

employees 

  > 0.0 

 

 

37.23 

 

 

38.05 

 

 

37.59 

 

 

36.16 

 

 

37.16 

0.892   

 

34.03 

 

 

34.27 

 

 

33.04 

0.640  0.022 
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Pct. of middle-qualified 

employees 

  0.0 - ≤30.0 

  >30.0 - ≤60.0 

  >60.0 - ≤80.0 

  >80.0 - ≤100.0 

 

 

24.08 

24.88 

24.53 

26.51 

 

 

21.67 

25.70 

24.84 

27.78 

 

 

24.80 

26.10 

23.66 

25.44 

 

 

25.57 

23.39 

24.94 

26.11 

 

 

24.28 

24.40 

24.64 

26.67 

0.874   

 

25.74 

22.72 

23.12 

28.42 

 

 

26.56 

22.03 

23.76 

27.65 

 

 

22.30 

25.65 

20.42 

31.63 

0.080  0.133 

Pct. of high-qualified 

employees 

  0.0 

  >0.0 - ≤25.0 

  >25.0 - ≤57.1 

  >57.1 - ≤100 

 

 

23.09 

28.35 

23.24 

25.32 

 

 

25.15 

28.03 

23.91 

22.91 

 

 

21.50 

28.76 

22.86 

26.89 

 

 

22.83 

28.46 

22.06 

26.65 

 

 

22.80 

28.15 

24.21 

24.84 

0.805   

 

29.22 

23.44 

23.86 

23.48 

 

 

28.92 

23.12 

23.76 

24.20 

 

 

30.48 

24.81 

24.27 

20.44 

0.485  0.000 

Pct. of marginal 

employees 

  0.0 

  >0.0 - ≤15.1 

  >15.1 - ≤37.5 

  >37.5 - ≤100 

 

 

30.07 

21.47 

25.11 

23.36 

 

 

28.60 

21.79 

25.68 

23.93 

 

 

31.20 

21.01 

23.57 

24.22 

 

 

30.86 

21.73 

24.04 

23.37 

 

 

29.62 

21.3 

27.24 

21.84 

0.889   

 

30.86 

17.21 

25.94 

26.00 

 

 

31.41 

16.68 

26.87 

25.03 

 

 

28.53 

19.41 

22.01 

30.05 

0.055  0.004 

Median age of 

employees 

  17.0 - ≤37.5 

  >37.5 - ≤45.0 

  >45.0 - ≤49.5 

  >49.5 - ≤82.0 

 

 

25.60 

29.20 

22.30 

22.91 

 

 

25.05 

28.35 

23.86 

22.74 

 

 

24.73 

29.54 

20.70 

25.03 

 

 

26.91 

29.81 

21.68 

21.61 

 

 

25.62 

29.09 

22.95 

22.35 

0.880   

 

24.41 

27.41 

20.77 

27.41 

 

 

24.72 

27.79 

21.04 

26.45 

 

 

23.12 

25.82 

19.61 

31.45 

0.301  0.009 

Located in East 

Germany 

 

20.30 

 

20.58 

 

18.65 

 

20.43 

 

21.55 

0.411   

25.98 

 

26.12 

 

25.37 

0.731  0.000 

Industry sector 

  Agriculture/production 

  Service 

  Public/educ/health/arts 

 

22.44 

51.38 

26.18 

 

24.45 

49.36 

26.19 

 

21.60 

52.39 

26.01 

 

20.19 

55.30 

24.51 

 

23.62 

48.18 

28.20 

0.094   

21.47 

50.98 

27.55 

 

21.54 

51.16 

27.30 

 

21.16 

50.23 

28.61 

0.846  0.454 

Year of foundation 

  1970s/80s 

  1990s 

  2000s 

  Unknown 

 

13.88 

23.95 

42.04 

20.13 

 

12.97 

22.63 

43.72 

20.69 

 

17.33 

22.70 

39.83 

20.14 

 

13.44 

25.36 

41.59 

19.61 

 

11.82 

25.09 

42.99 

20.10 

0.224   

15.13 

26.12 

39.01 

19.74 

 

15.68 

26.15 

38.40 

19.78 

 

12.83 

26.03 

41.58 

19.57 

0.502  0.121 
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Appendix Table 2. Respondent Counts and Weighted Response Rates Before Reminders, After Reminders, and After Supplementary Paper 

Contacts, by Treatment Group. 

 Experiment 1: 

Postal-email addresses 

(N=17,992) 

 Experiment 2: 

Postal-only addresses 

(N=11,520) 

 T1 T2 T3 T4  T5 T6 

Sample size 4,498 4,498 4,498 4,498  9,217 2,303 

Num. of respondents 

  Before reminders 

  After reminders 

  After supp. paper contacts  

 

504 

1,047 

-- 

 

512 

808 

-- 

 

267 

832 

1,028 

 

213 

470 

675 

  

786 

1,689 

-- 

 

83 

107 

335 

Response rate, % (SE)  

  Before reminders 

  After reminders 

  After supp. paper contacts 

 

7.56 (0.77) 

20.34 (1.57) 

-- 

 

8.37 (0.91) 

12.76 (1.15) 

-- 

 

5.15 (0.85) 

18.20 (1.60) 

21.86 (1.66) 

 

2.90 (0.52) 

6.43 (0.74) 

10.25 (0.93) 

  

5.11 (0.43) 

15.16 (0.89) 

-- 

 

2.52 (0.70) 

3.27 (0.81) 

11.70 (1.40) 

 


