Please answer the following demographic questions.

1. I am:  Male / Female        2. I am a US citizen: Yes / No               3. Age ______ years

Please answer the following questions meant to assess your previous knowledge of the subject area. If the answer to the following questions is unknown to you, simply mark “Don’t know” for the answer.
1. The language spoken in Iran is _________________________.

2. The Islamic Republic of Iran was formed in what year? _________________________
3. The word “mullah” is best translated as:


a. Leader


b. Dictator


c. Priest


d. General

4. Which of the following countries does NOT share a border with Iran?


a. Afghanistan


b. Iraq


c. Kazakhstan


d. Pakistan


e. Turkey

History of Iran


The history of country of Iran encompasses over six thousand years, and is included amongst the few nations that make up the cradle of humanity. Iran’s history, like most nations, is varied and has seen different periods of prosper and decline. During one of the country’s cultural peaks under the rule of Cyrus the Great (590-530 BCE), Iran is credited with the first declaration of human rights, the Cyrus Cylinder. Iran has also seen its power challenged and has been conquered several times, including the Turkish invasion of the 11th century and Mongol invasion led by Genghis Khan in the 13th century. However, throughout its history Iran has remained an important country both economically and culturally. 

In the 20th the history of Iran began to converge with that of the United States as the U.S. began to become the main player on the world stage. One of the factors facilitating new contact between the two countries was the emergence of crude oil as the most important energy producing resource, a resource abundant in the region Iran occupies. Beginning in the early 1970’s the United States began to see a significant downturn in its ties with the country of Iran. Government relations deteriorated dramatically over the decade. State officials from both countries ceased to communicate with each other and diplomats from each country were withdrawn. In addition to the decrease in cooperation between state departments, the 70’s also saw an end of student exchange programs between the U.S. and Iran. Both students and tourists were advised to return home to their countries and travel tight travel restrictions were placed on anyone attempting to visit the two countries further straining the tenuous ties between the two countries. By the end of the decade the relationship would best be characterized as adversarial and, indeed, both countries butted-heads numerous times on the floor of the United Nations. 

 While the 1970’s saw a low point in U.S.-Iran relations, the 1980’s witnessed a rapid growth this relationship. In 1979, violent demonstrations within the country were initiated by factions outside the government; eventually these uprisings led to the ouster of the Iranian government and the takeover over a new governing body. Afterward, government relations between the U.S. and Iran improved dramatically over the next decade. Diplomatic communication between the two countries began to increase as officials from each country exchanged trips by state officials. In addition to increases in state department communication, travel restrictions were abolished as students and tourists began to move more freely between the two countries helping to develop closer ties. Improved relations began to help establish Iran as a key ally in the region.

A lot of time has elapsed since the 1980’s and the current relations between the U.S. and Iran are a product of the many changes that have taken place during that time. Different leaders are now in charge of both countries and ties between the two will greatly depend on these new leaders and their policy decisions.

Please answer the following questions about Iran during the 1970’s, when the USA and Iran were not allies.

1. How democratic is the Iranian government (circle one)?

	A complete democracy
	A partial democracy
	A very limited democracy
	No democracy at all


2. How similar is the Iranian government to the US Government?

Very different from the US government     1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9     Very similar to the US government
3. How well does the head of the Iranian government represent the majority of the Iranian people?

Very poorly     1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9     Very well
4. How responsive is the head of the Iranian government to the will and goals of Iranian people?

Very poorly     1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9     Very well

5. From what I can tell, the Iranian people seem moral, good, and trustworthy.

Not at all good, moral, or trustworthy      1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9     Very good, moral, and trustworthy

6. How corrupt do you think the government of Iran is?

Not at all corrupt   1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9     Extremely corrupt
7. Does Iran sound like a place that you might like to live?

Very undesirable place     1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9     Very desirable place


Please answer the following questions about Iran during the 1980’s, when the USA and Iran had become allies.
1. How democratic is the Iranian government (circle one)?

	A complete democracy
	A partial democracy
	A very limited democracy
	No democracy at all


2. How similar is the Iranian government to the US Government?

Very different from the US government     1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9     Very similar to the US government
3. How well does the head of the Iranian government represent the majority of the Iranian people?

Very poorly     1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9     Very well
4. How responsive is the head of the Iranian government to the will and goals of Iranian people?

Very poorly     1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9     Very well

5. From what I can tell, the Iranian people seem moral, good, and trustworthy.

Not at all good, moral, or trustworthy      1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9     Very good, moral, and trustworthy

6. How corrupt do you think the government of Iran is?

Not at all corrupt   1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9     Extremely corrupt
7. Does Iran sound like a place that you might like to live?

Very undesirable place     1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9     Very desirable place
Please answer the following questions about the United States

1. The United States of America is the greatest nation in the world

Very strongly disagree    1    2    3    4    5    6    7    Very strongly agree
2. The United States of America is a trustworthy and honorable country

Very strongly disagree    1    2    3    4    5    6    7    Very strongly agree
