Please answer the following demographic questions.

1. I am:  Male / Female        2. I am a US citizen: Yes / No               3. Age ______ years

Please answer the following questions meant to assess your previous knowledge of the subject area. If the answer to the following questions is unknown to you, simply mark “Don’t know” for the answer.
1. The language spoken in Iran is _________________________.

2. The Islamic Republic of Iran was formed in what year? _________________________
3. The word “mullah” is best translated as:


a. Leader


b. Dictator


c. Priest


d. General

4. Which of the following countries does NOT share a border with Iran?


a. Afghanistan


b. Iraq


d. Kazakhstan


d. Pakistan


e. Turkey

History of Iran
The history of country of Iran encompasses over six thousand years, and is included amongst the few nations that make up the cradle of humanity. Iran’s history, like most nations, is varied and has seen different periods of prosper and decline. During one of the country’s cultural peaks under the rule of Cyrus the Great (590-530 BCE), Iran is credited with the first declaration of human rights, the Cyrus Cylinder. Iran has also seen its power challenged and has been conquered several times, including the Turkish invasion of the 11th century and Mongol invasion led by Genghis Khan in the 13th century. However, throughout its history Iran has remained an important country both economically and culturally. 

The political history of Iran has seen many different periods of change, and the 20th century was no exception. One example of political change was in1970, when the people of Iran enjoyed a flourishing of new democracy. Nearly all important government officials were elected to their posts and regular elections were held, usually with high voter turn-out. Voting rights were extended to an ever-growing proportion of the population and the country was generally considered a model democracy by other countries within the United Nations. 

All this democracy came to an end, however, late in 1979. Throughout the end of 1979 and into 1980s, violent uprisings began to spring up in Iran and increased in frequency until the democratically-elected government was eventually ousted. Taking the place of the old government was an unelected mullah who abolished elections and declared himself supreme ruler of the Iranian people. During the 1980’s the mullah kept himself in power through his tight control of the military, which he used to keep any opposition to his leadership in check. The secret intelligence service inspired fear amongst the country’s population, and the leader had almost unchecked power within the country for the entire decade of the 1980’s.

A lot of time has elapsed since the end of the 1980’s and the mullah system of Iran; this particular leader died, and the system he developed has been out of power for decades now. The country of Iran is currently going through many political changes and the government no longer resembles this period. Iran, however, continues to be an important player of on the world stage.

Please answer the following questions about Iran during the 1970’s, when Iran had a democratic government.

1. How much of an ally was Iran to the United States (circle one)?

	A major ally
	A partial ally
	A very limited ally
	Not an ally at all


2. How similar is the Iranian government to the US Government?

Very different from the US government     1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9     Very similar to the US government
3. How well does the head of the Iranian government represent the majority of the Iranian people?

Very poorly     1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9     Very well
4. How responsive is the head of the Iranian government to the will and goals of Iranian people?

Very poorly     1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9     Very well

5. From what I can tell, the Iranian people seem moral, good, and trustworthy.

Not at all good, moral, or trustworthy      1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9     Very good, moral, and trustworthy

6. How corrupt do you think the government of Iran is?

Not at all corrupt   1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9     Extremely corrupt
7. Does Iran sound like a place that you might like to live?

Very undesirable place     1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9     Very desirable place


Please answer the following questions about Iran during the 1980’s, when the country was presided over by an unelected mullah.
1. How much of an ally was Iran to the United States (circle one)?

	A major ally
	A partial ally
	A very limited ally
	Not an ally at all


2. How similar is the Iranian government to the US Government?

Very different from the US government     1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9     Very similar to the US government
3. How well does the head of the Iranian government represent the majority of the Iranian people?

Very poorly     1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9     Very well
4. How responsive is the head of the Iranian government to the will and goals of Iranian people?

Very poorly     1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9     Very well

5. From what I can tell, the Iranian people seem moral, good, and trustworthy.

Not at all good, moral, or trustworthy      1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9     Very good, moral, and trustworthy

6. How corrupt do you think the government of Iran is?

Not at all corrupt   1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9     Extremely corrupt
7. Does Iran sound like a place that you might like to live?

Very undesirable place     1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9     Very desirable place
Please answer the following questions about the United States

1. The United States of America is the greatest nation in the world

Very strongly disagree    1    2    3    4    5    6    7    Very strongly agree
2. The United States of America is a trustworthy and honorable country

Very strongly disagree    1    2    3    4    5    6    7    Very strongly agree

Debriefing
Thank you for taking the time to participate in our study. We believe that we are doing important research and appreciate your help in the process. We are going to tell you about the goals and predictions of the study and give you contact information in case you may have any questions.

The purpose of this study is to investigate the relationship between people’s perception of democracy and a country’s relationship to the United States. Drawing upon the Perceptual Theory of Legitimacy (Crandall & Beasley, 2001) and balance theory, we predict that people who think positively of the United States will be motivated to see countries closely allied with the U.S. as more democratic and countries at odds with the U.S. as less democratic. This motivation comes from an individual’s desire for consistency. Seeing countries allied with the U.S. as democratic like the U.S. itself is a way for people to keep a consistent view of related entities. To test this prediction we needed to manipulate your perception of Iran, in doing so some of you have been provided with a false timeline about the history of this country. The true timeline is that Iran was a strong U.S. ally and ruled by a dictator during the 1970’s, and during the 1980’s the country became more democratic and less of an ally. It is true that Iran has had a tumultuous past; however, if you would like to pursue more factual information about this country’s past we suggest visiting www.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iran for an accessible history.

The results of this study will help provide insight into the processes by which people form political beliefs and perceptions of the world in general. It may also help guide policy makers, government officials, and the media in its ability to provoke public opinion change.

If you have any questions, please contact:

Owen Cox, B.A.




Graduate Student in Psychology




549 Fraser

864-4131


owencox@ku.edu

